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difference of opinion or interpretation from him on
disputed issues here and there, but the extensive know-
ledge of original Sanskrit texts (in print or in manus-
cript) which the author has brought to bear upon his
work is admirable and the full references furnished in
the copious foot-notes will be greatly serviceable to
all serious students of the subject. The writer in his
thesis has specially stressed the physical and metaphysi-
cal viewpoint of the subject and there is no doubt that
he has brought together a vast mass of informative and
illuminating material relevant to the topic. He has
gone beyond the ground traversed by most of his
predecessors in the field, e.g., Bodas, Suali, Faddegon,
Keith and others and though there is not much room
for original thinking in a subject like this it seems that
in certain interpretations he has displayed sufficient
critical insight and power of synthetic imagination.

Some scholars may be inclined to think that the
writer should have confined himself to the ancient
authorities only, but it seems to me that the procedure
adopted by him in taking note of every view associa-
ted with the school, however divergent from the ori-

Jinal tradition or comparatively recent and insigni-
cant, has much to recommend itself. A thorough
study cannot afford to ignore after-thought or sup-
plementary growth in the same way as it cannot lose
sight of the vague adumberations of the earlier un-
systematic stages, provided the views concerned are
not inconsistent with the basic unity of the school.
Broad and hasty generalisations, based on insufficient
data of a localised character are apt to be mis-
leading, and it is refreshing to find that the writer has
been very particular in attending to and noting the
minutiae and details of the data utilised, enabling the
reader himself to look up the references conveniently
and draw his own conclusions, whenever necessary.

The work, even as it is, represents a highly useful